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GREETINGS AND WELCOME
T0 THE 2024 RSA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE!

The theme of the conference, “Just Rhetoric,” invites us to imagine the
possibilities of rhetoric as well as grapple with the meaning and place of
rhetorical studies in this contemporary moment: a moment that asks us to teach
and practice rhetoric to do what the title of Robin Reames’ recently published
book calls for, The Ancient Art of Thinking for Yourself: the Power of Rhetoric in
Polarized Times. “Just Rhetoric” urges us to reclaim our power and make just use
of our many rhetorical skills. This conference is a reclamation. For too long “just
rhetoric” has been used to dismiss rhetoric. Our 2024 conference is a place to
refute and refuse such dismissals.

This is our second “post” pandemic RSA conference and judging by all the
outstanding proposals submitted, the rhetoricians are more than ready to come
together again! The panels, roundtables, workshops, and discussion groups
compiled for this conference are dynamic and sure to spark lots of provocative
conversation. Our biennial meeting is a time for us to come together as scholars
and teachers of rhetoric, as a scholarly association, as members of the academy,
and as citizens of our global community, to figure out what we want to be
together. We are excited that you have decided to join us, and we are eager

to listen to and learn from you. Thank you for your submissions, reviews, and
engagement.

The full program can be found on the RSA website https://rhetoricsociety.org/
annual-meeting/rsa-conference-2024/program/ and available on the Whova

app for your device. We would like to acknowledge the tremendous leadership
of Leslie Dinauer, Executive Director of RSA, for her role in organizing not only
the conference but all of us. She kept us on task and made sure we remained
focused on creating an outstanding conference program for you. Without her
guidance and care there would be no conference. We also thank our Graduate
Assistant Gabriella Wilson for all the hard work she has done to help facilitate the
conference planning. We encourage you to enjoy your time in Denver. Check out
some amazing sessions. Reconnect with old friends. Make some new friends. And
most of all, just do rhetoric. For the next four days together, it is just rhetoric!

Much love and peace,

The RSA 2024 Conference Committee Co-Chairs:
Gwendolyn D. Pough, Syracuse University
Bernadette M. Calafell, Gonzaga University
Tamika L. Carey, University of Virginia

Andre E. Johnson, University of Memphis

Lisa M. King, University of Tennessee

Erin J. Rand, Syracuse University



DAY 1 OF CONCURRENT SESSIONS THURSDAY, MAY 23

12:30 PM - 1:45 PM A Sessions
2:00 PM -3:15 PM B Sessions
3:30 PM — 4:45 PM C Sessions
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Discussion Groups in Governor’s Row

Opening Reception
5:30 PM to 7:30 PM in Plaza Court

DAY 2 OF CONCURRENT SESSIONS FRIDAY, MAY 24
8:00 AM - 9:15 AM D Sessions 12:15 PM - 2:00 PM  Lunch Break

9:30 AM - 10:45 PM E Sessions 2.00 PM-315PM G Sessions

11:00 AM -12:15 PM F Sessions 330 PM - 445 PM H Sessions

Special Keynote Address by Moya Bailey
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM in Plaza Ballroom B-C

Evening Reception following Keynote
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM in Plaza Court

DAY 3 OF CONCURRENT SESSIONS SATURDAY, MAY 25

8:00 AM -9:15 AM | Sessions
9:30 AM -10:45 PM J Sessions
11:00 AM -12:15 PM K Sessions
12:15 PM - 2:00 PM Lunch Break
2:00 PM - 3:15 PM L Sessions
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM Super Sessions in Governor's Row:

Doing “Just Rhetorics” on Indigenous Lands

Just Access and Disability Rhetorics

Just Bodily Autonomy

Just Monsters? Exploring Monstrous Rhetorics

Just Fine: The Rhetorics of Black Women and Femmes

Just Colored Conventions: Establishing the Black Rhetorical Tradition During
Reconstruction

President’s Keynote Address by Vanessa Beasley, Trinity University
and RSA Awards Ceremony
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM in Plaza Ballroom B-C

RSA President’s Reception
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM in Plaza Court

DAY 4 OF CONCURRENT SESSIONS SUNDAY, MAY 26

8:00 AM -9:15 AM M Sessions
9:30 AM -10:45 PM N Sessions
11:00 AM -12:15 PM O Sessions

—
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RHETORIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Vanessa B. Beasley .
President Josh Holman Miller

Membership Officer
(2022-2024) (2023_2025)'0
Independent Scholar

Trinity University

Gwendolyn D. Pough . .
President Elect Eric Detweiler

Digital Communications Officer
(2022-2024) (2020-2024)

Syracuse University Middle Tennessee State University

Michelle Ballif
Immediate Past President
(2022-2024)

University of Georgia

Matthew Pavesich
Public Humanities Officer
(2024-2027)

Johns Hopkins University

Leslie Dinauer

Executive Director Jessica Ulmer
(2021-2024) Transformational Justice Officer

(2021-2024)

Jenny Rice Independent Scholar

Editor, Rhetoric Society Quarterly
(2024-2027)
University of Kentucky

Elizabethada Wright

Director of Ads and Sponsorships
(2022- 2025)

University of Minnesota Duluth

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tamika L. Carey,
University of Virginia

Lisa M. Corrigan,
University of Arkansas

Celnisha L. Dangerfield,
Transylvania University

Theon E. Hill,
Wheaton College

Jennifer LeMesurier,
Colgate University

Rachael Mcintosh,
Northeastern University

Rasha Diab, Anita Mixon
Un'lver5|t.y of Texas at Austin Wayne State University
Leigh Elion,

Amy Young,

Emory University Pacific Lutheran University

Debra Hawhee,
Pennsylvania State University

CO-CHAIRS

Gwendolyn D. Pough, Syracuse University

Bernadette M. Calafell, Gonzaga University (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)
Tamika L. Carey, University of Virginia (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)
Andre E. Johnson, University of Memphis (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)
Lisa M. King, University of Tennessee (Hauser Award Sub-committee)

Erin J. Rand, Syracuse University (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)

N
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Christina Cedillo, University of Houston-Clear Lake (Accessibility Subcommittee,
Second Stage Review Subcommittee)

Eric Detweiler, Middle Tennessee State University (Technology Subcommittee)
Rebecca Dingo, University of Massachusetts Amherst (Research Network)

Allison H. Hitt, Ball State University (Accessibility Subcommittee)

Vox Jo Hsu, University of Texas, Austin (Accessibility Subcommittee)

Stephanie Jones, Oklahoma State University (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)
Myles Mason, Georgia State University (Second Stage Review Subcommittee)

Anita Mixon, Wayne State University (Research Network)

Timothy P. Oleksiak, University of Massachusetts Boston (Second Stage Review
Subcommittee)

Kate L. Siegfried, University of Nebraska Lincoln (Hauser Award Subcommittee)
Rico Self, North Carolina State University (Hauser Award Subcommittee)

Jill Swiencicki, St John Fisher University (Hauser Award Subcommittee)

Rodney Herring, University of Colorado Denver (Local Committee, Affiliate Liaison)
John Rief, Metropolitan State University (Local Committee)

CONFERENCE ADVERTISING

Elizabethada Wright, University of Minnesota Duluth

CONFERENCE SUPPORT

Casey Boyle,
University of Texas at Austin

Troy Courson,
Image Graphics Enterprises

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
T AT EL PASO

Kerry Fein,

Maritz Global Events

Meghan Fiely, RHETORIC AND WRITING STUDIES
Management Excellence Inc. PhD and MA Programs

Fran Rickenbach,

Management Excellence Inc. Specializations in:

Gabriella Wilson, Cu}t}lfal Rhetorﬁ“

Syracuse University Digital Rhetorics

g q | Community Engagement
Graduate student volunteers Community Literacies

More than 400 proposal

reviewers For more information, visit http://www.utep.edu/english
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LAND AND WATER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The 2024 21st Biennial Rhetoric Society of America conference is being held on the
unceded traditional gathering lands of the Nuche (Ute), Tsistsistas (Cheyenne),
Hinono'ei (Arapahoe) Peoples. Denver was and is the site of trade, hunting,
gathering, healing, and stewardship by the Lakota, Kiowa, Comanche, Apache,
Shoshone, Navajo peoples, and many others. As uninvited guests on this unceded
land, we are thankful for the stewardship and co-existence that Indigenous peoples
have fostered with Mother Earth since time immemorial.

The Ute people are the oldest group to inhabit the Great Plains; they lived a hunter-
gatherer lifestyle and migrated seasonally. The Ute people are stewards of present-
day Pikes Peak, or Tavakiev, meaning sun mountain. Tavakiev is a sacred site for the
Ute peoples; other sacred sites include the mineral springs at Manitou Springs and
Garden of the Gods. The Ute trail was a trade route established by the Ute people
and was used as a seasonal migration route. The Arapaho and Cheyenne people
migrated from Canada and Minnesota to Colorado, forming an alliance that allowed
each to expand their territory.

Further, Ute, Cheyenne, and Arapaho’s migration westward to Wyoming and
Nebraska was due to settler colonial violence and forced removal. The Colorado
War, fought in 1864 and 1865, came after the Treaty of Fort Laramie, which was
established between the U.S. and representatives of the Cheyenne and Arapaho. The
Treaty of Fort Wise, which gave up 90% of the land designated to the Cheyenne and
Arapaho people at the time, caused rising tension between colonists and those who
disagreed with the treaties, arguing that a small minority of chiefs signed them.
During the Colorado War, colonial soldiers planned a genocidal attack on Cheyenne
and Arapaho territory, killing over 150 Indigenous people, mainly consisting of
women, children, and elders; this was called the Sand Creek Massacre. Continuing
this history of settler colonialism and forced relocation, Colorado, and Denver in
particular, is the site of nine federal relocation sites meant to promote assimilation
by the forced removal of indigenous people to urban centers.

Today, there are three Ute tribal reservations: the Southern Ute and the Ute
Mountain tribe are located in Colorado. The Cheyenne Nation hunted and lived
along the Platte River in Nebraska, Wyoming, and Colorado. Today, there are two
distinct Cheyenne Nations: the Southern Cheyenne and the Northern Cheyenne.
The Arapaho people now live in Oklahoma and Wyoming. The Northern Arapaho is a
federally recognized tribe known as the Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River Reservation
in Wyoming. The Southern Arapaho live in Oklahoma and are federally recognized
as the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes. Native American names for present-day
Denver include Arapaho: niineniiniicie, Navajo: K'jjshzhininlj, and Tuapu (Ute).

Denver is home to a rich and thriving community of Indigenous peoples who
actively organize and provide resources to the larger Indigenous community. These
organizations and nonprofits include the Denver Indian Center, Spirit of the Sun,
Four Winds American Indian Council, Womxn from the Mountain 4, and the Denver
Indian Family Resource Center %, among others. Active and ongoing Indigenous
resistance in Colorado includes efforts to rename Mount Evans ®~ which was
originally named to honor John Evans, a leading colonial figure in the Sand Creek
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massacre— to Mount Blue Sky, and efforts to shut down Suncor Refinery, the only
refinery in Colorado, which borders the Platte river .

Keeping the conference theme in mind, Just Rhetoric encourages rhetoricians to ask,
“What is a Just rhetoric and how might our field leverage our rhetorical skills in the
creation of a more Just society?” and “What can rhetoric offer to movements such

as Land Back, Reproductive Justice, Disability Justice, Environmental Justice, LGBTQ
Rights, and Black Lives Matter?” Land acknowledgments that express gratitude

and acknowledgment to the original stewards and protectors of the land since

time immemorial are only the beginning of considering how rhetoric can move us
towards a more just society. As rhetoricians, we are responsible for learning about and
understanding the histories of the places where we gather and live. With this in mind,
we encourage conference attendees to learn more about the Indigenous history of
Colorado and the land where they work and reflect on how Indigenous stewardship
allows them to enjoy its beauty. We also encourage conference attendees to learn
more about settler colonialism and the legacies of genocidal assimilation enacted on
Indigenous people through residential schools and oppressive language ideologies.

How you can learn about the Indigenous peoples of Colorado

Further information about the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes can be found here:
https://www.cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/language-culture

Further information about the Ute people can be found here: https://www.
utemountainutetribe.com/

For more information about the Sand Creek Massacre: https://www.du.edu/news/
remembering-sand-creek-massacre and the John Evans Report: https://www.
du.edu/equity/john-evans-report

Visit History Colorado Center Exhibit on the Sand Creek Massacre

For more information about Indigenous sovereignty efforts in Colorado, visit:
https://treeswaterpeople.org/indigenous-sovereignty

Sessions to attend at RSA

Doing “Just Rhetorics” on Indigenous Lands - RSA SuperSession 3:30-5:30 PM
Saturday, 25 May, 2024, Governor's 11

Cultural Relationships, Cohorts, Connections, and Codes: Rhetorics of Indigenous
Community - 11:00 AM-12:15 PM Friday, 24 May, 2024, Governor's 14

Footnotes

' https://denverindiancenter.org/

2 https://www.spiritofthesun.org/

3 https://www.fwaic.org/

4 https://www.womxnfromthemountain.com/
5 https://difrc.org/

& We encourage RSA conference attendees to learn about renaming efforts through
Spirit of the Sun: https://www.spiritofthesun.org/join-our-renaming-efforts

7 We encourage RSA conference attendees to watch the following documentary on
the efforts to shutdown Suncor Refinery: https://www.suncorsundown.org/
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Browse our RSA virtual
exhibit and use code RCS24
for 40% through July 1st!

RIS 5 gy

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

RACHEL BLOOM-POJAR

UW-MIILWAUKEE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH Rhetorics of reproductive justice, Latinx communi

The UWM Department o English offers an MA health, language access, qualitative researc
emphasis in Rhetoric and Professional Writing and DAVE CLARK
a PhD emphasis in Public Rhetorics and Community Technical writing, rhetoric of technology,
Engagement. Both the MA and PhD offer a public wriling pedagogy, infomation design
humanities and community-engaged curriculum that DEREK HANDLEY
provides students with a broad background in rhetoric and African American rhetoric, rhetorical history,
writing studies while offering students opportunities rhetorics of place, digital humanities
to apply that knowledge in pedagogical, professional, MARIA NOVOTNY
and/or community spaces. Cultural rhetorics, rhetorics of reproductive justice,
digital rhetorics and surveillance
LEARN MORE SHEVAUN WATSON
https://uwm.edu/english/graduate/admissions/ Rhetorical history, public memory, composition, WPA
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The Department of Communication is
committed to producing innovative and

influential scholarship, service to the
discipline and community, and leadership in

the discipline and profession of
communication. The Department achieves
this mission through the pursuit of
Communication for the public good.

A top 10 ranked program in
Communication worldwide with award-
winning faculty, students, and alumni.

Located in the DC metro area with ready
access to the National Archives, Library
of Congress, Smithsonian Institution,
and numerous federal granting agencies.

Home to the:

Black Communication & Technology Lab
Center for Health & Risk Communication
Oral Communication Center
Rosenker Center for Political
Communication & Civic Leadership

Research Specialties

Communication Science & Social Cognition
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
Rhetoric & Political Culture

Rhetoric Society of America

Graduate Faculty

Lindsey B. Anderson
Briana Barner
Ganga Dhanesh
Nicholas Joyce
Sahar Khamis
JiYoun Kim
Sun Young Lee
Brooke Fisher Liu
Kristy Maddux
Kang Namkoong
Xiaoli Nan
Nana Kwame Osei Fordjour
Hailey Otis
Shawn J. Parry-Giles
Trevor Parry-Giles
Damien Pfister
Yan Qu
Anita Atwell Seate
Catherine Knight Steele
Leah Waks
Carly S. Woods
Carina M. Zelaya

Dr. Lindsey B. Anderson

Co- Director of Graduate Studies
commphd@umd.edu
communication.umd.edu



PennState
College of the Liberal Arts

The rhetoric programs at Penn State
congratulate the President-Elect of RSA,

Lisa A. Flores

Josephine Berry Weiss Chair in the Humanities

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNICATION
ARTS AND SCIENCES

WISCONSIN

WNIVERSTY OF WISCOMAM - NADTEON

DEPARTMENT OF

ENGLISH

RHETORICAL STUIDES
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison

Building on a proud tradition of influential scholarship, rhetoric faculty at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison are united by a commitment to understanding
thepcwe-r and purpeose of discourse in our diverse and interconnected world.

Our research is historical and contemporary, theoretical and pedagogical,

holarly and public-facing, and it engages a wide array of modes, media, and
mathods We are a group of committed teachers and mentors, and our alumni
make a difference at campuses around the globe.

COMMUNICATION ARTS FACULTY

Robert Asen

Anirban Baishya
Robert Glenn Howard
Jenell Johnson

Sara L. McKinnon
Allison M. Prasch
Susan Zaeske

ENGLISH FACULTY

Michael Bernard-Donals
Caroline Gottschalk Druschke
Eileen Lagman

Christa Olson

Kate Vieira (affiliate)

Morris Young

commarts.wisc.edu
english.wisc.edu
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TEXAS

The University of Texas at Austin
Department of Rhetoric & Writing

!
O

PhD in Rhetoric & Writing Studies

BA in Rhetoric & Writing
" RN Rhetorical History Rhetorical Theory
E R Digital Rhetorics Writing Theory & Pedagogy
E EE Feminist Rhetorics Queer Rhetorics
Cultural Rhetorics Public Rhetorics
LI Technical Communication Rhetoric of Science & Technology
HE H B
Core Facul
HE E B ty
EE B Casey Boyle JoHsu
Linda Ferreira-Buckley Mark Longaker
H BN Diane Davis Megan Poole
E ER Rasha Diab Jacqueline Rhodes
S. Scott Graham Donnie Johnson Sackey
HE B .
Annie Hill Clay Spinuzzi
HE H B
"ea drw.utexas.edu

Check out Pitt English’s
PhD program in
Composition!

DEPARTMEMT OF

WR!TIN"' STUDIES

Interdisciplinarity, Methodological
Diversity, Career Flexibility,
Technological Dexterity,

Transnational Perspectives

Study at a research i y with an i ionally
recognized lacuily in rhetoric, technical communication, and
composition. Our program is one of the longest established of its
kind in the country, offering rigorous scholarship, strong student-
faculty advising, ample teaching and research opportunities, and
outstanding placement.

MA and PhD in Rhetoric and Scientific Communication

Our program combines theory and research in all aspects of
rhetoric, com posmon wrllmg studies, and technical and

ication. Grad! are widely recognized in
[aculty and |nd ustry positions nationally and internationally.

Tofind ?ut more visit: Follow us on: 5 University of
Gl f[+lin[o] Pittsburgh
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New in rhetoric and communication studies from

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS
All books 30% off and free US shipping through 6/30/24

RISA 24

b 43 TBPLEGARTH;
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ANNIE HILI
TRAFFICKING
RH}.ORIC

A NATION'S
DESIRABLES

GRASS
RQOTS

Puibilic Rlictorics i Lovalized Contexts

Sarch Werserr ey, cnd dube Coliem Botes

Order now:

NUCLEAR E wm
DECOLONIZATION I:- ]

@?ﬁ
ohiostatepress.org
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New from HACKETT PUBLISHING COMPANY

The Creative Argument: Rhetoric in the Real World, with Readings

——

Thomas Girshin
May 2024 | 376 pp. | $27.00

“.. . not only provides timely, provocative readings, it offers
students and their teachers flexible, non-template heuristics
for argumentation that are anything but generic.”

—Kelly Kinney, University of Wyoming

Join Thomas Girshin, Associate Professor of English and
Director of the Writing Intensive Program at California

gt hiing State University, San Bernardino, for his RSA panel:

with Readings
Just Narratives of Identity
Date: Thursday, 23 May, 2024
Time: 3:30-4:45pm

Location: Governor’s 14

Thomas Girshin

Visit Hackett in the exhibit hall and online at www.hackettpublishing.com.
If you are an instructor and would like to consider this book as a required
course text, we welcome you to request a free exam copy on our website,
please scan the QR code to complete the request form. https://bit.ly/Hacketr-TCA

—New from—
University of South Carolina Press

LITURGY
CHANGE

ACTIVIST
LITERACIES

TME AMITORIC OF =3

COMPYTATIONAL PERFORMANCT

Rhetorics of
the Civil Rights
Mass Meeting

|ENNIFER NISH

ELIZABETH ELLIS MILLER

Influential
Machines

Activist Literacies
Transnational Feminisms
and Social Media Rhetorics

Liturgy of Change

Rhetorics of the

Hungry Roots

How Food Communicates

Appalachia’s Search
for Resilience
ASHLI QUESINBERRY
STOKES and WENDY
ATKINS-SAYRE

PB, $27.99, HC, $114.99

\(/(E;\ THE UNIVERSITY OF

Civil Rights Mass Meeting

ELIZABETH
ELLIS MILLER

PB, $32.99, HC, $98.99

SOUTH CAROLINA PRESS

Rhetoric Society of America

The Rhetoric of
Computational Performance

MILES C. COLEMAN

JENNIFER NISH

PB, $32.99, HC, $98.99
PB, $32.99, HC, $114.99

SHOP ONLINE AT USCPRESS.COM
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For information about all gender restrooms, quiet room, lactation
room, and other accessibility information, please scan the
QR code below or visit the registration desk.

21st Biennial Conference | May 23 - 26, 2024
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PLEASE JOIN US AT
THE 2025 RSA SUMMER INSTITUTE

seminars hosted by University of Cincinnati
June 2 - 5, 2025
2025 Institute Director John Lynch - lynchjo@ucmail.uc.edu

Seminar topics tentatively include:

» Rhetoric of Science and Technology

» Rhetorical Methods

e Queer Rhetorics

 Social Justice/Activism/Community Organizing
» Work and Labor Studies

* Decoloniality

» Digital Rhetorics and Emergent Media
« Citizenship

« Environmental Rhetorics

» Public Scholarship

All RSA Summer Institute Workshops will be virtual
throughout the summer of 2025.

Topics and details to follow.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR RSA 2026

Conference Chair: RSA President-Elect Lisa Flores

MAY 21 - 24, 2026

Hilton Portland Downtown
Portland, OR




